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study without any loss - indeed a gam - of poetic force
every accent, every petulant or agonized gesture was an old
man's Yet this Lear was also a figuie inspiring fear There
was evil in him The demonic pleasure with which he sud-
denly concluded his long curse on Gonenl, as though some-
thing  had   been   actually  accomplished,  was  magical,
Druidical, hideous with an old age, hag-like, malice His use
of the whip (a fine exploitation of the text) in action with
Oswald and the Fool was masterly, and yet I have never
seen a Lear whose affection for the Fool (excellently played
by Mr Frederick Peisley) was so poignantly given Indeed,
these grim touches were the necessary contrast to those
passages where our sympathies were wrung by Lear's more
lovable qualities   Especially fine were  certain striking
moments of uncanny vocal modulation, where Lear fears
appxoachmg madness His short scene alone with the Fool
was almost unbearable in pathos With all this, Lear was,
from first to last, 'every inch a King'   One understood
Kent's recognition of his authority One could feel, as the
poet means us to feel, that the great earth itself must
tremble at his shaking In all my mature experience I have
not been so forced to forget all knowledge of Shakespeare
and the theatre and live the action being performed  If
this was not great acting, then I do n,ot know where it can
be found
Fi om the Storm scene onwards the tension was, however,
relaxed For this there are many possible reasons One^s
attention perhaps tired after the long and so poignantly
realized opening (about half the play) Moreover actual
madness, if convincingly played, is, by itself and without
extraneous support, scarcely a theme proper to stage repre-
sentation Again, no one can pretend that all the play's
action (the loves of Gonenl and Regan, the killing of Os-
wald, Edgar's challenge) is dramatically strong All these
are possible reasons, but the production itself cannot be
exonerated The second half of King Lear is, indeed, a mosf
crucial test                                                                 7